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The Background of the Diversity in Attitudes Toward One’s Own Grave
Results of Japanese General Social Surveys (JGSS-2000/2001)
Noriko IWAI

By analyzing data sets of JGSS-2000 and 2001 with cross-tabulations and
logistic regressions, this study examines people’s attittudes toward their own graves.
It was found that 1) one’s desire to keep one’s own family grave and to be buried in
there has weakened; 2) it has weakened especially among women; 3) unmarried
women and divorced women consider wider options for their interment; 4) people
who have no children (especially without son) and those who have children but do not
want bother them tend to give up keeping thier own family grave and want to be
buried in a communal grave with others; 5) people who want their ashes to be
scattered over the ocean and/or mountains have stronger desire to return to nature; 6)
thirty percent of them find no meaning in a conventional grave; and 7) in addition to
demographic and ideological factors, economic factors also influcence the changing
attitudes toward one’s own grave.
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