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Transformation of the Contemporary Korea's Funerary Culture:
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Abstract

This paper aims to investigate the characteristics of the charnel house in modern Korean
history of funerary culture. Contemporary Korean funerary culture has significantly changed.
The swift rise in the number of cremations in Korea since the 1990s can be regarded as a most
conspicuous sign of this change. Along with the increase in the number of cremations, charnel
house, which was one of the urbanized graveyard styles, also prevailed rapidly. In this regard,
although the Koreans had preserved their own traditional culture well, it seems that they are
now accepting a cultural transformation with little resistance.

Through consideration of the above-mentioned points, this study focuses on the relation
between that change and urbanization in the modern history, and then points out a possible

“system” to maintain an essential part of him/herself.
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